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In the middle of November 2010 the war criminal Samuel Kunz died near Bonn, Germany at the age 89.

Only lately has the State Prosecution of Germany started accusing Kunz of personally shooting dead ten Jews at Bełżec death camp; during the years 1942-43. Kunz was also accused as pushing Jewish victims into gas chambers.
This is in spite of the fact that his evil deeds were well known. He himself served as a witness for the prosecution, in the trail of Ivan (John) Demjanjuk. Kunz was listed third on the list of most wanted Nazi war criminals of the Simon Wiesenthal Center. No doubt this criminal is not even of the intermediate ranks. Those who were above him should have been at least at their early thirties, so now over one hundred years old. These criminals either died or caught. But still he is one of them.

The files were prepared by Advocate Andreas Brendel, the head of the Dortmund based center for investigation of Nazi war criminals.

In August 2010 "HaAretz" newspaper published a thorough article "Suddenly a knock on the door: How the war criminal Samuel Kunz was traced" by Zeev Avrahami. Journalist Avrahami tells about Kunz, his crimes, and how he was traced. The URL of the Hebrew article is: http://www.haaretz.co.il/hasite/spages/1183220.html
Kunz, a volksdeutsche from the Volga zone fought in the lines of the Red Army, was coughed by the Wehrmacht, send to a training camp in Trawniki (south to Lublin) and than to duty in Bełżec death camp.

After the war, Kunz managed to re-build his life in West Germany, in the city of Bonn.

Bełżec death camp was the first of the extermination camp to implementing Operation Reinhard, as part of the "Final Solution". It was erected south to Lublin in November 1941 and operated through about a year until December 1942, when East Poland and West Ukraine were empty of Jews. During this period' more than 600,000 victims, most of them Jews mainly from the triangle Lublin-Kraków-Lwów (Lemberg) were exterminated in this very camp. Also Roma (Gypsies) and Poles were murdered at the camp. The camp commander was S-S Sturmbannführer Christian Wirth, who was later in 1944 executed by Partisans. On August 1942 an S-S officer Kurt Gerstein (who was in charge of delivering Zyklon-B gas) gave a testimony to a Swedish diplomat and delegates of the Catholic Church. He was arrested by the Gestapo, and committed suicide (or murdered) in his jail on 1945.
On spring 2010 the lawyer Thomas Walther wrote to me asking whether I or other people whose first-order relatives, may participate as co-prosecutors. I have obvious reasons to see a scam such as Kunz being trialed and punished, as my family members on both my parents side (grandparents, uncle, and aunts) were murdered in Bełżec death camp. Also, my father's brother was murdered in Flossenbürg concentration camp in Bavaria, to where he was transferred from Buchenwald camp. Allegedly' Kunz served also there!

Advocate Walther asked for very specific evidence items. Unfortunately only very few (2-3 persons, as far as I know) managed to escape fro the camp. I sent a list of about 1,800 names of Jews from Zamość who were sent by trains to Bełżec on April- all of them were murdered there. The list itself was prepared after the War and included in "Pinkas Zamosc" which was published in 1957. In order to have a more solid prosecution, Advocate Walther asked for closer evidence. I have asked other people, but doubt that we could find better pieces that would stand the test, according to the (justified) demand of Advocate Walther. Advocate Walther had already to stand threats from the part of Neo-Nazis ("when the "Fourth Reich" will start ...)
To find evidences I was assisted by a dear friend and historian Dr. Robert Kuwałek of Lublin, who undoubtedly has the best knowledge of the subjects of the holocaust of the Polish Jews, and who established the museums at the sites of Majdanek and Bełżec camps.

It was clear to Kunz and his family what they should expect in their near future. Having a cardiac case was hospitalized, sent home and died. The immediate reason for his death is unclear. Advocate Walter told me that it should be investigated whether Kunz death was speeded up. No doubt that this early death helped Kunz and his family.

The case is over, but not quite so. Maybe some consolation does exist – his name will stand as abomination, and definitely his last days were very hard for him and his family.
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