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September 20101

Dear Pan Zamoyski, Prezydent Zamości,

On behalf of the Organization of Zamość Jews and myself let me thank you for the kind hospitality at the Zamość Ratusz on August 2010. I do appreciate the kind sparing of your time with me and my Son, Ori Schek.
Referring to our conversation I again bring about the important subject of the Rotunda. We were deeply moved by the current exposition, by the display as well as by the whole atmosphere. The Rotunda is undoubtedly a site of very high importance to the citizens of Zamość and visitors as well. It commemorates the awful tragedy inflicted upon the people of Zamość at the awfully dark era of the years 1939-1945.

All the classes and occupations of the general public are represented and receive respectful reference, apart from the Jewish community of the city that represented more than third of its population.

On behalf of the descendants of this vanished community, I repeat asking your kind efforts towards installing a memorandum in one of the rooms of the Rotunda for the Jewish people. There are documents in the Rotunda dealing with the tragic fate of the Jews of Zamość and its vicinity that were mostly murdered by the Nazis in Bełżec death camp. Definitely this exposition would not interfere with the current one which concerns the tragedy of the Polish people. On the contrary, it will extend the impression of the impression of the tragedy by any visitor.
We are able to submit a presentation reflecting the Jewish life in Zamość before the War, and also a list of names of those murdered either in the City, in the Rotunda, or in Bełżec.

After accepting your permission, we shall, if necessary, give a power of attorney to a local person who would take care of the current display.

As discussed further, we would kindly ask a permission and assistance to erect a modest sign post on the rampart near the rail way, wherefrom the Jews were sent by the Nazis to their last way on April 1942. It should include a short explanation in Polish, Hebrew and English to what happened. We have some pictures from April 1942 commemorating this awful event.

The remains of the Jewish cemetery are respectful, but also there a modest sign post would be proper. Likewise, near the Great Synagogue which is being renovated by FODZ.
Finally, a proper sign post on the house on the Rynek where the parents of the great Jewish writer-playwright-poet Yitzhak Leibusz Perec (Peretz) would be respectable. (There is already one sign post on a wall where Roza Luksemburg was born).

Let me add that Perec is considered one of the triad of the founders of the great Yiddish literature. Moreover, Perec was a fighter against the Russification of Królestwo Kongresowe. He insisted that all formal papers would be written in Polish. Therefore on August 1899 he was arrested in the tenth Pavilion in Warszawa as a Polish nationalist (!) and consequently lost his permission to serve as a lawyer.
These memorial positions would allow Jewish visitors from around the world have proper corners of remembrance of the great annihilated community and add a significant weigh to the city tour.
We have very warm memories, though painful, of our visit in the diamond-like town of Zamość.

Please send our deep thanks to Pan Tomasz Kossowski.

With much respect and friendship,

Cordially,
Dr. Israel Schek

Chairman of the Organization of Zamość Jews and Vicinity
schek@post.tau.ac.il
14 Poaley Harakevet St.

Givatayim 53257, Israel

or:

The School of Chemistry, the Faculty of Exact Sciences,

Tel Aviv University, Tel Aviv 69978, Israel

